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FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

TRUSTEES OF THE MUSEUM 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 

DECEMBER 31, 191 2 

IN the retrospect of the Museum year three events, all 
different in character, stand out most prominently. They 
are the gift of Mr. Francis L. Leland, the largest gift 
ever received by the Museum from any person in his lifetime, 
the tragic death in the Titanic disaster of our beloved associate, 
Francis D. Millet, and the transfer from London and exhibition 
in the Museum of those of Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan's pictures which 
have hitherto been in England. 

The gift of Mr. Leland consisted of 1,200 shares of the capital 
stock of the New York County National Bank, of which he is 
President, which are now yielding an annual income of $48,000, 
and represents a well-invested fund of more than $1,000,000. It 
was made without solicitation. Up to the time of his gift Mr. 
Leland had given no intimation of any special interest in the 
Museum other than by becoming an annual member. Welcome 
as was the gift for itself, it was even more welcome as an evidence 
of confidence in the Museum's administration and appreciation of 
its public service. 

Of all those who met their death by the fatal disaster to the 
Titanic there was no one whose place it will be more difficult to 
fill, no one whose service to the public was more constant and 
valuable, and no one who had to a greater degree the affection of 
his friends, than Millet. That he should be known to everyone as 
"Frank Millet" testifies to the personal attraction which he uni- 
versally inspired. His services to the Museum date back as early 
as 1885, but it was for only two short years that we had the privilege 
of his presence on our Board and on our important standing 
committees. 
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The exhibition of Mr. Morgan's pictures really opened after 
the close of the calendar year, but their transfer to the Museum and 
arrangements for this loan exhibition fell within the year 191 2. 
It therefore seems not inappropriate to chronicle in the present 
report this event, which occurred before our annual meeting, and to 
mention the extraordinary public interest which these pictures have 
elicited. This interest is best illustrated by the record of visitors 
for the first four Sundays during which they have been on exhibition. 
It has totaled the unprecedented number of 45,600, a larger con- 
secutive Sunday attendance than has ever before entered the doors 
of the Museum. And it should be remembered that this number 
of persons visited the Museum within a period of twenty hours, 
for the Museum is open for only five hours of the afternoon on 
Sundays. 

With the exception of the Ashburton Correggio, the growth of 
our collections during the year has been rather in the line of 
systematically filling vacancies in different departments than in 
the purchase of single objects of great value. 

The Board has sustained the loss of another of its members 
besides Francis Davis Millet, in the person of Whitelaw Reid, our 
honored Ambassador at the Court of St. James, who has taken a 
deep interest in the work of the Museum ever since he became a 
Trustee in 1901. 

The memorial resolutions adopted by the Trustees upon the 
occasion of the death of each of these fellow-members are appended 
to this report. 

The two vacancies in the body of Trustees, in the Classes of 
1915 and 1917 respectively, have been filled by the election of 
Edward S. Harkness, a Fellow in Perpetuity, and Francis L. Leland, 
a Benefactor. 

The Staff 

The Director of the Museum, Edward Robinson, who was taken 
ill in February and was given leave of absence for six months, 
returned to his duties in September completely recovered in health. 
Bashford Dean, who for the past six years has been in charge of 
the collection of arms and armor, as Honorary Curator, has been 
made full Curator of this collection, which has now been set apart 
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as a separate department of the Museum. John H. Buck, Curator 
of Metalwork since 1906, has retired; Durr Friedley, an assistant 
in the Department of Decorative Arts since 1911, has been ap- 
pointed Assistant Curator. Otherwise the Staff remains the same 
as last year. 

Attendance 

The attendance for the year, which is shown in detail on p. 49, 
numbered 690,183 visitors. This represents a decrease, compared 
with that of 1911, of 12,618 persons. The attendance of visitors 
on Saturday evenings when the Museum is open until ten o'clock 
shows a gain of 2,327 over that of 1911, but the attendance on 
holidays shows a marked decrease. The increase in the attendance 
of students, of persons who have attended lectures now first regu- 
larly offered in the Lecture Hall, of teachers and pupils from 
schools both public and private, and of copyists, especially those 
who have made use of the collections showing the arts of design, is 
extremely gratifying and promises well for the educational use of 
the Museum in the future. 

Membership 

Our members now number 3,236, divided as follows: 

Fellows in Perpetuity 311 

Fellows for Life 136 

Honorary Fellows for Life 37 

Fellowship Members, contributing $100 per annum ... 71 

Sustaining Members, contributing $25 per annum 265 

Annual Members, contributing $10 per annum 2,416 

After deduction of losses through death and resignation there 
has been a net gain of 51 members as compared with the number 
of last year. 

From the list of Honorary Fellows for Life we have lost by 
death Dr. John A. Paine, for many years Curator of Casts at 
the Museum. 

The list of Benefactors has been increased by adding the name 
of Francis L. Leland. 
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Expenses of Administration 

The expenditures for administration and maintenance during 
the year amounted to $331,920.78. The receipts included $200,000 
from the city and $7,861 from admissions on pay days. Interest 
on the general endowment and miscellaneous sources of income 
made up the balance. The year closed with a deficit, which has 
since been made up in large part by special contributions of Trustees. 

Legacies 

The legacies of the year include $700,000 from the estate of 
the late Joseph Pulitzer, which has been set aside by resolution 
of the Trustees as a fund for the purchase of objects of art, to be 
known as the Joseph Pulitzer Fund; $10,000 under the will of the 
late Mary E. Brinckerhoff ; $5,000 from the late Phoebe Carolina 
Swords; $5,000 from the late John M. Lohse; $10,000 from the 
late Horatio C. Kretschmar. An additional $40,000 has been 
received from the Museum's residuary interest in the estate of 
John S. Kennedy. 

Gifts 

The gift of 1,200 shares of the capital stock of the New York 
County National Bank, valued at over $1,000,000, received on 
February 19, 191 2, the day of our last annual meeting, from 
Francis L. Leland, has already been mentioned. In recognition 
of this gift the Trustees passed the following resolution: 

Resolved: That the Trustees of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
at their first meeting since the generous gift of Mr. Francis L. Leland 
was received, express to Mr. Leland their deep appreciation of the 
public spirit and interest in the cause of art which have led him to 
make this munificent gift. They are profoundly grateful for this ex- 
pression of interest in the cause for which the Museum stands, and 
of confidence both in the management of the Museum and in the 
plan of cooperation between the City of New York and the Trustees 
under which the Museum was established. It is an encouragement to 
all interested in making our city a center of inspiration and educa- 
tion in Art; it is an example that unquestionably will invite imitation 
throughout our country. The unconditional quality of the gift and 
the modest manner in which it was given enhance its value and 
make the appreciation of the gift and of the giver all the greater. 

Further Resolved: That Mr. Francis L. Leland be declared a 
Benefactor of the Museum. 



REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

Other important gifts were a large number of Egyptian an- 
tiquities, including two models of funerary boats, from J. Pierpont 
Morgan; a painted limestone stela of the time of King Sesostris I, 
Circa 1963 B.C., from Edward S. Harkness; two portraits by Law- 
rence and Raeburn respectively, from Victor G. Fischer; two 
important American pictures from our former Trustee, Robert 
Gordon, and a charming example of Frank Millet's art, from 
George A. Hearn. 

Purchases 

The amount expended during the year for purchases was 
$538,766.74. 

The most important purchase was a large altarpiece representing 
four saints, by Correggio, from the Ashburton Collection, to 
which allusion has already been made. Other important purchases 
were The Entombment, by Moretto da Brescia, from the Webber 
Collection; Cremorne Gardens No. 2, by Whistler; a Roman 
portrait made in red porphyry, and a large English stained glass 
window of the second half of the fifteenth century. A complete 
list of all purchases is appended to the report. 

Total Accessions 

The total number of accessions of objects of art during the year 
was 2,696, being 172 more than in 191 1. Of these 305 were by 
gift or bequest, and 2,391 by purchase. Of these accessions 44 
were paintings and 41 sculptures. 

A complete list of all accessions will be found attached to 
this report. 

Loans 

703 objects, covering all of the departments of the Museum, 
have been received as loans. These have come from thirty-four 
individuals, whose names appear in the list following this report. 
Prominent among them for the number of loans, as usual, are J. 
Pierpont Morgan, Judge A. T. Clearwater, and Theodore N. Davis. 
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Special Exhibitions 

The exhibition of American Silver and Portraits, which con- 
tinued from November, 191 1, into the present year, was followed 
in May by an exhibition of the works of Auguste Rodin, in bronze 
and marble, bought with twenty-five thousand dollars given by 
Mr. Thomas F. Ryan in 1910 for that purpose. The collection 
was made by the Director and Mr. Daniel C. French with the 
assistance of the sculptor, who also presented a bronze bust of the 
donor, a baked clay torso, and eighteen studies in plaster casts. 
Special exhibitions, also, were made of twenty-seven paintings from 
the collection of early Italian paintings formed by James Jackson 
Jarves, which were lent to the Museum by Mrs. Liberty Emery 
Holden of Cleveland, Ohio, and of a selection of 60 prints from 
Japanese wood blocks purchased from the estate of the late Francis 
Lathrop. 

Receptions 

Two receptions have been held, one on the occasion of the 
opening of the Rodin Collection, when the distinguished Commis- 
sion from the French Government to the Champlain Tercentenary 
Celebration was received by the officials of the Museum, and the 
other on November fourteenth, when the members and their 
friends were received by the President and Trustees. 

Besides the receptions given by the Trustees the hospitality of 
the Museum has been extended to several other societies, notably 
to the American Association of Museums, which held a session of 
its annual meeting in the Lecture Room in June, when an address 
was made by the Second Vice-President, and to the International 
Society of Chemists, which met in large numbers for an evening 
in the galleries. 

Departmental Development 

The work done in the various departments of the Museum 
together with notices of the important accessions in each is shown 
in the following detailed statements: 
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I. DEPARTipiNT OF EGYPTIAN ART 

The past year has been a very productive one for this depart- 
ment and many important additions have been made to its col- 
lections from various sources. 

The work of the Egyptian Expedition of the Museum was 
centered chiefly on its concessions at Thebes. There the excava- 
tion was continued from the previous season on the site of the Palace 
of Amenhotep III, an account of which was given in the Bulletin 
for October. In the course of the work, additional rooms in the 
palace itself were brought to light as well as several houses of 
officials lying within the palace precinct. From the former, two 
examples of painted ceilings — one representing flying ducks, the 
other flying pigeons — have been added to the other types of wall 
and ceiling decorations previously found in the palace and now on 
exhibition in our Sixth Egyptian Room. The excavations also 
yielded new types of decorated pottery, several beautiful poly- 
chrome glass vases, and many small objects in glass and glaze to 
be added to our already important collection of such material 
from the palace. 

At another point in the concession at Thebes, the excavation 
was undertaken of an XI dynasty rock-cut tomb of an official 
named Daga. This tomb proved to have served, during the 
Early-Christian period, as a living-room for the monks of a small 
monastery constructed on the hillside nearby, by a certain Apa 
Epiphanios, at the beginning of the seventh century A. D. Several 
fine blocks of the painted relief with which the tomb was originally 
lined were recovered and are now on exhibition in our Fifth Egyp- 
tian Room, while from the later occupation of the tomb and from 
the monastery, four letters on papyri and one hundred and ninety- 
three pottery and limestone ostraca have been added to our col- 
lection. A selection of these has been placed on exhibition in the 
Ninth Egyptian Room. 

Among the most important additions to our collections during 
the year have been the very considerable number of gifts received 
from Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan. Several of these come from exca- 
vations which have been carried out under the supervision of the 
Egyptian Government in the cemetery of rock-cut tombs of the 
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XII dynasty (about 2000 B. C.) at Meir, near Assiut. Among 
them are two painted wooden models of funerary boats, from the 
tomb of an official named Ukh-hotep, which are among the most 
elaborate and best-preserved representations of their kind yet 
known. Also from the same site Mr. Morgan has acquired and 
presented to the Museum the complete series of three coffins, 
together with the mummy of an official named Hapu. The coffins 
consist of an unusually massive outer rectangular coffin of wood, 
with polychrome decoration outside and in; a second rectangular 
wooden coffin decorated with painted bands of inscription; and an 
inner anthropoid coffin with gilded mask and elaborately orna- 
mented wig. Of the other objects presented by Mr. Morgan the 
most noteworthy are a large limestone stela of the VI-XII dynasty 
with brilliant preservation of color; a fine head, in quartzite, from 
a statue of a XII dynasty king; and four limestone Canopic jars, 
the heads of which retain considerable remains of color and exhibit 
the characteristically delicate modeling of the Saite period. 

To Mr. Edward S. Harkness the department is indebted for 
the gift of one of the most important objects that has yet been 
acquired for the collection, — a painted limestone stela, originally 
erected in the precinct of the god Osiris at Abydos by King Sesos- 
tris, in the seventeenth year of his reign, for Menthu-weser, a royal 
dignitary. The stela bears a representation of the deceased official 
receiving offerings and is inscribed with a long text, chiefly biograph- 
ical, of great historical interest. 

Mr. Theodore M. Davis has again shown his generous interest 
in the Museum by the loan of many important objects, most of 
them from the results of his excavations in the Valley of the Kings 
at Thebes. They include the alabaster Canopic jar, with portrait 
head, from the tomb of Queen Tyi, a series of objects from the 
foundation deposit of the tomb of Queen Hatshepsut, and three 
beautiful ushabti figures from the tomb of Ua and Tua, the father 
and mother of Queen Tyi. 

By purchase, chiefly from the Egyptian Government and from 
the results of excavations under various auspices, a very large 
amount of material also has been acquired, a list of which appeared 
in the Bulletin for December, but of which only brief mention can 
be made within the scope of this report. Among the accessions 
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from the former source the most important is a life-sized seated 
statue of the lioness-headed goddess Sekhmet, in gray granite — 
one of the well-known series of Sekhmet statues set up in the 
Temple of Mut at Karnak by Amenhotep III. From material 
in duplicate received by the Egyptian Government from excava- 
tions carried on at Thebes by Lord Carnarvon, our Museum was 
enabled, through the friendly interest of Lord Carnarvon, and of 
Sir Gaston Maspero, Director General of Antiquities in Egypt, to 
acquire by purchase from the Egyptian Government many excel- 
lent examples of Theban funerary furniture of the early Empire, 
such as painted coffins, head-rests, musical instruments, wooden 
stools, bows, walking sticks, scribes' palettes, toilet boxes, rush 
baskets and sandals, and pottery. From excavations at Meir, 
carried out under the supervision of the Egyptian Government, our 
Museum also acquired by purchase two finely-preserved coffins, 
with polychrome decoration, containing mummies with gilded 
masks, two painted wooden statuettes, and other funerary material 
of the Middle Kingdom. 

During the present winter of 1912-13 the work of the Museum's 
Egyptian Expedition is being concentrated chiefly on the excava- 
tion of cemeteries at Thebes lying between the well-known temples 
of Deir el Bahari and the Ramesseum. 

2. Department of Classical Art 

Owing to various unavoidable circumstances, nearly one half 
of the objects acquired for this department during the year are 
still to be received. They are to be expected shortly, however, 
and in the meantime those which have been received are now on 
exhibition in the Boscoreale Room, and are briefly described in the 
February Bulletin. In general, it may be said that when they are 
all brought together they will be found to exhibit the same high 
quality and the same variety of interest as those acquired in any 
year since the department was established. The fifty objects now 
on exhibition include marble sculptures, bronzes, vases, terracottas, 
and miscellaneous small works in glass and other materials. From 
these we may select for especial mention here the large and im- 
portant portrait head in red porphyry, which is a very rare specimen 
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of Roman portraiture in this material; the charming archaistic 
marble head of Athena, which is executed almost with the exquisite- 
ness of the gem-cutter's art; the Greek gravestone in the form of a 
vase, practically complete; and the group of ten bronze vases, of 
archaic Greek workmanship, which for purity of form, refinement 
of decoration, and the beauty of color that nature has given them 
during their burial, would be hard to surpass. Other bronzes of 
exceptional importance are the large bronze statuette of Aphrodite, 
measuring 20^" in height, and a wonderful little caricature of an 
old man. The vases include two signed specimens, one a fragmen- 
tary kylix bearing the signature of Euphronios, the other a kylix 
signed by Hieron, and also a white lekythos of unusual beauty 
and perfection. 

Our collection of reproductions of prehistoric Greek art has 
been increased by seven copies of wall-paintings from Knossos 
and Tiryns. This collection is now so large that the small room 
assigned to it several years ago no longer suffices to contain it, and 
we are looking forward to better accommodations for this branch 
of our collection in the portion of the building now approaching 
completion. But practically the same congestion affects all other 
branches of our classical collection; it is no longer possible to 
arrange the rooms with an eye to effective display, and the question 
of more commodious quarters for the collections of this department 
will soon become an imperative one. 

For this reason largely we have no important rearrangement to 
report this year, and the work of the department has been mostly 
of a routine character. The Catalogue of the Bronzes, upon which 
Miss Richter has been engaged, has made good progress, and it 
is hoped that the book may be published during the year 1913. 

3. Department of Paintings 

The exhibitions arranged during the year in this department 
were an exhibition of Japanese color prints in Gallery 25, and a 
loan exhibition of paintings of the Italian schools, from the collec- 
tion of Mrs. Liberty Emery Holden, held in the Gallery of Loan 
Exhibitions from October 14th to December 23rd. 

The exhibition of Japanese color prints included about fifty 
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examples chosen from the one hundred and sixty acquired from 
the Lathrop Collection. 

During the summer cork floors were laid in all the picture gal- 
leries with the exception of the Marquand Gallery. This necessi- 
tated the removal of the pictures, gallery by gallery, while the 
work was in progress and their replacing when finished. 

The more important pictures purchased during the year have 
already been mentioned in connection with other purchases, and 
thirty-six paintings, mostly of the old Italian schools, from the 
collection of Mrs. Holden, some of which were included in the 
exhibition just referred to, still remain in the Museum as a loan. 

4. Department of Decorative Arts 

a. European Sculpture 

The additions to the collection of Mediaeval and Renaissance 
Sculptures have been mostly in the line of Italian and German 
works corresponding to the still insufficient representation of this 
part of the collections. Among the Italian pieces may be in- 
stanced a relief in terracotta of the Madonna and Child, an example 
of the well-known Veronese Madonna by Donatello, two 
marble friezes of the fifteenth century, one a purchase, and the 
other a gift from Mr. Henry Walters. Two wood statues, tran- 
sitional in style between Romanesque and Gothic, were given by Mr. 
Thomas F. Ryan, as well as a stucco relief of the Madonna after 
Rossellino. Two other stone reliefs of angels, in the manner of 
this last-named artist, were purchased by the Museum. Among 
the medals and plaques, the most important piece is, undoubtedly, 
the relief in repoussd, mounted on lapis lazuli, representing the 
Banquet of the Gods, and attributed to Benvenuto Cellini. A 
bronze portrait bust, Italian, sixteenth century, is an important 
loan from Mr. Grenville Lindall Winthrop. 

As German sculpture is, at present, scantily represented in the 
Museum, the development of this side of the collection has been 
begun with two fine acquisitions: a small shrine with painted doors, 
School of Ulm, about 1500, and a large wood sculpture, in middle 
relief, of the Baptism of Christ, in the style of Veit Stoss. 
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English sculpture has been represented until recently only 
through a number of alabaster reliefs, of the Nottingham School, 
which have been rearranged in the Gothic room. To these has 
been added an important fourteenth century statue in oak, of the 
Apostle St. John, which may be tentatively attributed to the 
English school. 

An illustrated catalogue of the Mediaeval and Renaissance sculp- 
ture in the Museum, including the pieces lent by Mr. J. Pierpont 
Morgan, which has been prepared by Mr. Breck, is now in press 
and will be published early in 1913. 

b. European Decorative Arts 

Various gifts, including several medals and medallions, have 
been received from Mr. S. P. Avery, the Due de Loubat, Mr. 
G. W. Maynard, and other friends of the Museum. Mr. J. 
Pierpont Morgan's gift of thirty-nine pieces of Spanish jewelry 
from the Philippines, dating from the seventeenth to nineteenth 
century, affords a valuable illustration of a class of material hitherto 
not represented in the Museum. 

A very important addition has been made in the past year to 
the Merovingian antiquities, largely examples of metalwork, through 
Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan's new loan of a collection of three hundred 
and sixty-three objects in gold, silver, bronze, and glass. All these 
pieces were found in France and may be dated in the period from 
the fifth to the seventh century. 

The Museum owned at the beginning of the year only a few 
pieces of stained glass. Through efforts made during the last year 
it has been possible to bring together a number of important pieces, 
so that the collection now gives a representative survey of the 
different periods, and enhances, at the same time, the decorative 
effect of the objects in the Gothic and Renaissance rooms, through 
the colored light which covers most of the window space in these 
galleries. The most remarkable piece is the large English window, 
of the second half of the fifteenth century, in 19 panels, which 
fills one big window in the room with the Biron monuments. It 
is one of the few complete Gothic church windows which have been 
brought to this country. In the next Gothic room we have two 
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small English panels of the thirteenth century, of the highest 
quality, and a beautifully executed large panel from the Cologne 
School, about 1500 (this a gift from the Duveen Brothers), filling 
the free spaces. To the German and French Renaissance room 
have been added four fine panels, representing donors from Dachs- 
bourg, dated 1529, which have been lent by Mr. Blumenthal. 
Besides these, a number of small panels, mostly roundels, English, 
German, and Flemish, of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, have 
been placed in the windows of the staircase. 

Of the additions made to the Museum's collections of furniture, 
probably the two most important pieces are a large Florentine 
cassapanca, or ceremonial bench, made about the year 1500, and 
a painted and gilt candelabrum of similar provenance, but slightly 
earlier date. Several examples of English furniture have been 
purchased, including an exceptional marquetry writing table of the 
time of William and Mary. Particular attention has been given 
to English pottery of the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
and over thirty examples of slip-decorated, Whieldon, and salt- 
glaze wares have been bought by the Museum, which now owns a 
creditable and representative collection of such pottery. Mr. 
Ferdinand Hermann presented an early Wedgwood chocolate set, 
and Mr. J. William Yates, Jr., has placed on loan here some forty- 
four rare pieces of that ware, while Mrs. Abraham Lansing has 
added a number of objects to the collection of historic Anglo- 
American pottery which she gave to the Museum some time ago. 

c. American Decorative Arts 

Besides this blue and white pottery, the Museum has increased 
its collections of American ceramics by the purchase of seven slip- 
and-scratch-decorated plates made in Eastern Pennsylvania by 
German settlers late in the eighteenth and early in the nineteenth 
centuries. This tulip ware, as it is called, is unusually interesting 
to the collector as most of the examples are presentation pieces, 
signed and dated. Good specimens are rare, and those owned by 
the Museum are of the best quality. However, by far the most 
important additions to the collections of American Art, are the 
mantelpieces, wainscoting, and cornices from the two rooms which 
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axe thought to have been designed by Samuel Mclntire, the famous 
Salem architect. These rooms, which were purchased by the 
Museum, represent the late Georgian or Colonial interior in its 
highest development. Two sets of old landscape paper have been 
secured with which to paper the walls when the rooms are perma- 
nently installed. 

d. Oriental Art 

During the summer, the collections of Near Eastern Art were 
rearranged and the space given over to them materially increased 
through the addition of two new rooms, which it was found possible 
to construct between Addition E and the Lecture Hall. The new 
rooms are built with vaulted ceilings, flagged floors, and walls 
finished in a rough-cast plaster, very slightly tinted, in an endeavor 
to procure a background suggesting the plaster and color-wash 
found in native houses throughout the Near East. The cloth wall 
covering in Galleries 12, 13, and 14 was replaced by a similar plaster 
surface, so that all five rooms now show a harmonious and related 
treatment. The increased space made possible a more accurate 
chronological arrangement than the old conditions admitted of, 
and the various collections are now shown to much greater advan- 
tage than formerly. The first of the new rooms contains the 
earliest Persian and Mesopotamian pottery and wall tiles, together 
with the remarkable early carpet lent by Mr. C. F. Williams. An 
inscribed panel of lustred tiles, forming a niche, and dating from 
the fourteenth century, is a loan of Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan's. 
Many of the pieces of pottery in this room were purchased during 
the year, the most noteworthy being a Phages bowl decorated in 
relief with gold and color. A particularly large and important 
Sultanabad plate was lent by Mr. and Mrs. V. Everit Macy. 
Gallery 14 is devoted to examples of later Persian art, chiefly of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, together with Indian 
woodwork and miniatures of the same period. In Gallery 13, 
objects from the various parts of Asia Minor are shown, including 
a number of recent acquisitions. A man's coat in gold and silver 
brocade, and a large altar frontal of a similar material, were pur- 
chased by the Museum; six fine panels of tiles of the so-called 
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Rhodian type, were lent by Mr. Morgan; while a number of chest 
fronts, a pair of lacquered doors, and a large panel of blue and white 
tiles, all from Damascus, were received as loans from Mr. Lockwood 
de Forest. 

The second new room which opens off Gallery 12, contains 
examples of Arabic, Saracenic, and Hispano-Moresque Art. Gal- 
lery 12, which formerly contained the E. C. Moore Memorial Col- 
lection in its entirety, now holds only those things in the bequest 
which are of Near Eastern provenance. As soon as the room in 
Addition H, immediately adjoining the present Moore Gallery, is 
ready for occupancy, the remainder of the Moore Collection, in- 
cluding Chinese, Japanese, and European objects, will be installed 
there, and thus the entire collection will again be exhibited together 
in accordance with the wishes of the donor. 

For more than a year the Museum has had representatives in 
the Far East, who have secured a number of examples of Chinese 
and Japanese art. Three large figure sculptures in gilded wood, 
Japanese, dating from the Kamakura period, are noteworthy 
among purchases which include several early Chinese paintings, 
bronzes of the Han and T'ang dynasties, and later textiles and 
costumes. A fine bronze .vase of the Han period was purchased 
in this country. All of the Chinese bronzes, early pottery, and 
jade, other than those in the Bishop Collection, as well as the Macy 
Collection of Japanese porcelains, were installed in modern metal 
cases, replacing the heavy, black wooden cases which had done 
duty for so many years. This marks the final disappearance of the 
old wooden type of case from the Department of Decorative Arts. 

e. Textiles 

The value of the collection of textiles has this year been en- 
hanced by the purchase of a number of beautiful Persian, Spanish, 
and Italian brocades and velvets of the fifteenth and sixteenth cen- 
turies, and an interesting millefleurs tapestry of the fifteenth 
century. 

Mr. C. F. Williams has added to his collection a most remark- 
able animal rug from North Persia, dating from about 1500, which 
has become known as one of the very important early rugs through 
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the Munich exhibition of Moslem ait in 1910, and Mrs. C. T. 
Barney has lent an interesting Persian rug, decorated with flowers 
and arabesques, of the sixteenth century. 

During the past season the lace collection was made use of by 
a French designer connected with an American firm in making 
working patterns for machine lace. The value to manufacturers 
of this adjunct to the Museum is proved by the enormous sale of 
one particular pattern, which was taken from an original in the 
Museum's collection. 

f. Musical Instruments . 

There have been few additions to the collection of Musical 
Instruments during the past year. Donors to this department 
have been Mr. William Milne Grinnell, who presented an inter- 
esting Peruvian trumpet, and Mr. E. Richardson Cox, from whom 
was received a set of English bells. A catalogue of the American 
Section of the collection has been completed and is now in press. 

5. Department of Metalwork 

In speaking of this department, our first duty is to record, with 
regret, the retirement of Mr. J. H. Buck, its curator, from the 
active service of the Museum, due to impaired health. This retire- 
ment took effect at the end of the year. During the seven years 
that Mr. Buck has been connected with the Museum he has been 
a valuable member of our staff, not only for his expert knowledge 
of plate, but for his success in interesting important collectors in 
this branch of the Museum's work. It has been largely due to his 
influence, for example, that Hon. A. T. Clearwater of Kingston 
has enriched our collection of American silver by a constant series 
of loans of important examples of that art, including pieces of rare 
value from their historic as well as their artistic interest. Among 
such loans received from him during the year may be mentioned a 
silver tazza, made by E. Lownes of Philadelphia, and presented to 
John Swift, Mayor of Philadelphia, by his fellow-citizens as a 
testimonial of their gratitude for his services at the Arch Street 
prison in 1832; a case, made by Louis Boudo of Charleston, con- 
taining a map of the State of South Carolina drawn by John Wilson 
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in 1822, and presented by Governor Manning to Lafayette in 1825; 
and a communion flagon, dated Fishkill 1820, presented by Samuel 
Verplank to the First Reformed Dutch Church of Fishkill in 
commemoration of Eglebert Huff, who died in 1765, aged one 
hundred and twenty-eight years. 

Under Mr. Buck's direction, the collection of Sheffield plate was 
increased considerably during the year both by loans and pur- 
chases, and important additions were made to the collection of 
reproductions of Irish plate, including the mace of the Irish House 
of Commons. 

The arrangement, begun in 1911, with Mr. E. Alfred Jones, the 
well-known English expert, for the purchase of old foreign silver, 
was continued during the past year and resulted in the acquisition 
of seventy-one interesting pieces of old European silver, including 
examples of the silversmith's art of Germany, Portugal, Spain, 
Austria, Denmark, Holland, Italy, and Russia. 

Collections of American Art 

The Museum has continued to lay stress on the increase of its 
collections of American Art. Of the number of pictures and sculp- 
tures added to its collections during the year, 32 were made by 
American hands. 

Nor is the Museum in American art confining itself to painting 
and sculpture. The mantelpieces and other woodwork of two 
important Colonial Salem rooms have been secured, and substantial- 
progress has been made in the line of ceramics and glassware. 

The tentative lists of some of the best-known American painters 
and sculptors, who either are not at all or are not adequately repre- 
sented in our collections, have been corrected to date and are 
included in an appendix to this report, as an urgent reminder to 
any of our members who can aid us in obtaining some of these 
artists' representative works. 

The Museum Buildings 

The new north wing on Fifth Avenue, known as Addition H, 
which has been under construction for the past two years, is now 
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almost completed and will probably be vacated by workmen early 
in the year. 

A new Boiler House is under construction at the present time 
and also a wing for the carpenter and paint shops, so constructed 
that they are entirely outside of the exhibition buildings, and 
separated from them by solid walls. 

The Museum Restaurant has been entirely renovated, a new 
and modern equipment has been installed in the kitchen, and toilets 
for both men and women have been added. A Retiring Room for 
women is also being prepared, as well as a Smoking Room for men, 
both opening directly from the restaurant. 

During the year the Museum has equipped a shop for the manu- 
facture of metal-frame exhibition cases, so that hereafter all new 
exhibition cases used in the Museum can be manufactured on the 
premises. 

Publications 

The Bulletin concluded its seventh year with its December 
number. Its subscription list outside of the membership now 
numbers 539. Besides its regular issues, two special numbers were 
published, devoted to the Holden Collection of Early Italian Paint- 
ings and the Collection of Sculptures by Rodin. 

A History of the Museum, covering the period from its inception 
to the present time, together with an introductory chapter on the 
early institutions in New York devoted to the collecting and display 
of works of art, has been written by Miss Winifred E. Howe of the 
Secretary's Office, with the co-operation of the Assistant Secretary, 
and is ready for distribution to the members at the present Annual 
Meeting; and four lectures delivered to high school teachers during 
the winter, by President G. Stanley Hall, Professor Oliver S. Tonks, 
Professor Stockton Axson, and Kenyon Cox, have been published 
in book form over the imprint of Messrs. Charles Scribner's Sons 
for distribution to a wider audience than could be secured in the 
Lecture Room. 

To the Index to the Annual Reports of the Trustees, published 
in 1907, which has proved of great value in the work of the Museum, 
has been added a second volume covering the period from 1902 
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to 1012. A List of the Photographs made by the Museum has also 
been printed, and there are now in press and shortly will be pub- 
lished a Catalogue of the Collection of Sculpture, including the 
Hoentschel Collection lent by J. Pierpont Morgan, written by 
Joseph Breck, Assistant Curator in the Department of Decorative 
Arts, and a catalogue of the American section of the Crosby Brown 
collection of Musical Instruments, written by Miss Frances Morris. 
Among the most important of our publications are the photo- 
graphs and postcards, made by the official photographer. Of 
these 29,058 have been sold, besides a large number of photographs 
and other kinds of reproductions of objects in the collections made 
by outside photographers and publishers. 

Direct Educational Work 

a. Lecture Hall and Class Room 

Results have been shown in the educational work of the year 
exceeding what was expected. Three courses of lectures were 
given with a total attendance of 7,526: a series of lectures for 
members on Egyptian Art by the Curator of the Department; a 
series of four lectures on the Use of the Museum by teachers of the 
classics, history, English, and drawing, by President G. Stanley 
Hall of Clark University, Professor Oliver S. Tonks of Vassar 
College, Professor Stockton Axson of Princeton University, and 
Kenyon Cox; and a lecture on the Excavations of the American 
Expedition to the Island of Sardes in Asia Minor by invitation of 
the Trustees was given by Howard Crosby Butler. A series of 
lectures on Greek Art by the Director was announced but, owing 
to his illness, only one was given. Besides these official lectures 
under the auspices of the Museum, the lecture room was used by 
several societies and associations — bythe Japan Society for a lecture 
by Laurence Binyon on The Classic Period of Japanese Painting; 
by Bashford Dean on The Armorer's Art of Japan, and by the 
School Art League for a series of talks to classes in the High Schools 
by James Parton Haney. The class room, also, was in constant 
use by the Museum Instructor for talks to teachers and school 
children, and by other lecturers and teachers for their classes. 

37 



ANNUAL REPORT, 1912 

b. Copyists 

It is gratifying to be able to report the growing use of the 
Museum by serious students, and by workers in the arts, as evi- 
denced by remarkable increase in the amount of space devoted to 
its collections by the Press and particularly by the trade journals, 
which have drawn freely upon them for illustrations for their 
articles; by the sale of photographs of objects in the Department 
of Decorative Arts; by the increase in the number of copyists who 
have worked with these collections; by the frequent use made 
of the collections by professional and amateur photographers; and 
by an added number of readers in the Library. The number of 
copyists who have worked from paintings is less than in former 
years, owing to the fact that the galleries were inaccessible to them 
during the months when new cork floors were being laid. 

c. School Work 

The work of the Museum Instructor shows increasing usefulness, 
particularly to teachers and pupils from the City schools, 4,309 
individuals having listened to talks on the collections in connection 
with their school work. An illustrated talk on Greek Life for stu- 
dents of the Iliad and Odyssey has been repeated eleven times; 
one on Castles, Armor, and Tapestry for students of Ivanhoe has 
been given twelve times; and twenty-nine talks on Egyptian, Greek, 
and Roman Art, the Art of the Middle Ages, and the Art of the 
Renaissance have been given. Classes from colleges, schools, and 
clubs to which talks have been given include Columbia University 
Summer School, Yale University, Barnard College, Wellesley Col- 
lege, Teachers' College, St. Lawrence University, Yonkers Teachers' 
Association, Mount Vernon Seminary, and other private schools 
and clubs. 

A series of ten talks to high school teachers in the galleries, 
planned in December, will be continued during the coming spring. 
Several talks to groups of teachers and groups of parents of school 
children have been given elsewhere than in the Museum. 

Members and visitors have been met and taken through the 
galleries as usual. 
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d. Loans of Lantern Slides 

The use of the collection of lantern slides by lecturers in and 
out of the Museum has increased. 218 applications have been 
made for them with the employment of 7,571 slides. 

The Library 

The number of volumes added to the Library during the year, 
while not so large as last year, has been considerable; 202 gifts 
have been received, which, together with 1,571 volumes purchased, 
bring the total now on our shelves to 24,113. The volumes added 
include many important works in keeping with the arts represented 
in the Museum, and announcements of such acquisitions are made 
monthly in lists which may be consulted in the Library. 

The collection of photographs has received 2403 additions, 
1,386 of which were gifts. This collection now in its seventh year 
numbers 35,826. A large number of photographs of Colonial 
architecture and interior decoration in New England and the 
South, and of American paintings have been added to the collection 
during the year. 

The attendance for the year, excluding the Staff of the Museum, 
was 5,362 as compared with 4,944 in 191 1; and 890 visitors have 
consulted our collection of photographs as compared with 827 in 
1911. It is gratifying to report this increased use of the Library 
by the public, among whom are teachers sometimes accompanied 
by their classes. 

Gifts of books and pamphlets were received from many sources, 
and the names of the donors will be found in the list published at 
the end of this report. Important gifts of photographs were 
received from the late Professor D. Cady Eaton and others. 

Conclusion 

The History of the Museum, prepared by Miss Howe, with the 
collaboration of Mr. Kent, is published simultaneously with the 
presentation of this report. It should be read by every member 
of the Museum, either as a foreword to this report, or else this 
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report should be read as an appendix to it. It is only by such 
juxtaposition that the people of our city can realize the century of 
endeavor on the part of many of the ablest and most public-spirited 
citizens of New York which has given them the art museum they 
now have. It is pathetic to learn, as we do in this history, of the 
number of efforts to start art museums in New York which pre- 
ceded the establishment of the Metropolitan Museum in 1870, and 
which seemed at the time to have been so barren of results. It is 
even more pathetic to learn of the small dimension placed by the 
founders of our Museum upon their utmost ambition, and the 
pitiable response of the public in providing means to measure up 
even to their humble standard. $250,000 was all they sought to 
raise, and $106,000 was all they could raise after nearly a year of 
effort! And this was in 1870! Such was the beginning of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, which, within the pages of this 
single annual report, little more than forty years later, records 
an annual cost of maintenance of over $330,000. 
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